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Mission Statement 

The  mission  of Guitar  New  Mexico is “To  encourage  and  foster  the  study  and 

appreciation of the classical guitar in the Albuquerque community and beyond.” 

Programs 

Guitar New Mexico accomplishes its mission through its four primary programs: 

 The New Mexico Classical Guitar Festival–This annual festival includes workshops, lectures, 

master classes, and concert performances. 

 

Outreach–Outreach activities include: performances by classical guitarists at high schools, 

middle schools, and other venues; the annual Artist -in-Residence; assistance to classical guitar 

students; support for classical guitar teachers; and classical guitar concerts for the public. 

 

The Guitar Chamber Players –This ensemble assembles for two eight -week sessions per year 

to learn, rehearse, and perform classical guitar music. 

 The Guitar New Mexico Youth Ensemble–The premier musical ensemble for young classical 

guitarists in Albuquerque high schools 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Governance 

Governance 

Guitar  New  Mexico is  a  501 (c) (3)  corporation governed  by  a  Board  of  Directors 

consisting  of  eight  members.  The President and other officers including Vice President, 

Secretary, and Treasurer lead the Board. Each non-officer Board member has one or more 

assigned leadership roles.  The organization of the Board of Directors is illustrated below, 

along with the names of the current Board members.  

President- Paul Nielsen 

Vice President-Jeremy Mayne 

Treasurer- Gwen Lerch 

Secretary-Jim Rivera 

Fundraising & Vendors Director- Steve Bonner 

Artistic Director-Lynn McGrath  

Planning &Creative Design, Grant Writing Director- Walt Simpson 

Director-Jay Hertz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Event Schedule 

Martin Ly, Classical Guitar Concert  
November 16, 2019 at 3pm,  
San Pedro Public Library,   
Albuquerque, New Mexico  

Guitar Chamber Players and 
GNM Youth Ensemble in concert 
December 8th, 2019 3pm 
Los Altos Christian Church,  
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
Raphaël Feuillatre, Classical Guitar Concert 
March 15, 2020 3pm 
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Fe 
Santa Fe, NM  

Artist in Residence Program 

featuring Grisha Goryachev 

February 10-15, 2020 

 

Guitar New Mexico Spring Fundraising Concert 
April 5, 2020 3pm 
First Unitarian Church of Albuquerque 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
Guitar Chamber Players and 
GNM Youth Ensemble in concert 
April 19th, 2020 3pm 
Del Norte High School Auditorium 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
New Mexico Classical Guitar Festival June 18-21, 2020 
Keller Hall, University of New Mexico 
ABQ, NM  
 

 

 



Guitar New Mexico provides gifted classical guitar students in Albuquerque a means of 
enhancing their talents. Many of these students do not have opportunities in their high 
schools to practice and perform with other guitarists of equal or better skill levels. Frequently 
students come from disadvantaged backgrounds and need financial assistance to take part. 
Guitar New Mexico addresses this concern by providing scholarships to these exceptional 
guitarists to support their participation in the ensemble.  Scholarships are awarded to students 
to attend the New Mexico Classical Guitar Festival and participate in Guitar New Mexico’s 
Youth Ensemble. Guitar New Mexico also presents guitars to deserving students who are in 
need of a quality instrument. Outreach programs bring world renowned artists to perform for 
school guitar programs.  
  
 Music education benefits students in many ways. Studies have shown that musical training 
can develop regions of the brain that will aid in language and reasoning growth. Students also 
have the opportunity to create exceptional work that can transfer to other areas of study. 
Music can help keep students interested and engaged in school. Guitar New Mexico believes 
that it is important for our organization to contribute to help both schools and students realize 
their full capabilities.   
  
Many Albuquerque school students come from difficult home lives and the families of these 
students have limited finances. Private music lessons are a luxury that few can afford. A quality 
musical instrument may only be a dream. Guitar New Mexico is committed to serve such 
students through many of its programs, including the Youth Ensemble.  
  
Perhaps the best indication of the Guitar New Mexico’s impact is through the testimonials of 
participants, examples of which are included below:  
  

 “I learned so much just by being around other guitarists who are just as passionate as I 
am about music. I played in a new meter I have never played before and learned new 
rhythms I've never played. My family doesn't make a lot of money and I really appreciated 
the scholarship you gave. Thank you for your kindness.”  
 “This will be my 12th year playing classical guitar. The youth orchestra is meaningful for 
me because I have a passion for guitar, and it gives me skills that I think will help me in the 
future. For the next two years I will be working to better my techniques so that I can 
hopefully get a guitar scholarship at UNM. I think that the extra practice, experiences, and 
skills that the orchestra provides for me will definitely help me reach my goal.”  
 “Since I come from a low income household, finding ways to improve myself in the guitar 
was difficult. Thanks to the scholarship opportunity, I got to play with people who have an 
equal passion for music as I do, and I learned so much along the way."  

  
 


